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Sedgrick County Government Values

accountability

accepting responsibility for our job performances, actions, behavior,
and the resources entrusted ta us.

commitment

Individual and collective dedication of employees to their jobs and the
organization in providing guality services to meet client/custemer needs.

egual opportunity
providing a work environment wiich [s falr to all current and
prospective employess throuah equal treatment in employves benefits,
promotions, training, contlnuing education, and daily responsibilities,
as well as fair and equitable access for all eitizens and consumers of
Sedgwick County sarvices.

honesty

truthful, forthright interaction among emplayees, management, and the
public - which festers trust, Integrity and a lasting working relationship.

open communication

the honest axchange and proceszing of ideas and information with the
pulellc, cowarkers, staff, other departments, and administration.

professionalism

an Individual prometing honesty, respect, pride, positive ==if image and
teamy effort; adhering to 3 hlgh standard of ethical conduct, competence,
and [nnovation: and who acknowiedges criticism, accepts rasponsibility,
and strives for occupational growth.

respect
consistently demonstrating a deep regard for the diversity, needs,
feelings, and beliefs of all paple, and acknowledging ideas and
opinions of every employee, citizen and consumer.
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Board of Sedgwick County Commissioners

The Legisiative Platfarm is as approved by the Board
of Sedgwick County Commissioners, December 10, 2003.

Ist district
cammissioner dave unruh

Eﬂﬂ.!'-?rmmt

snad district
cammissioner Lim norlon

#0010 - present

ard district

ceommissioner tom winters

1085 - present

#th district
commissiener carolyn mecginn
1599 - present

sth district
cemmissioner ben sciortino

1958 - present
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How can you reach the County Commissioners?

boaard of sedowick county commissiansrs
525 n maip sulte 320
wichitza kansas 67203

p: 1316) &&0-9300
f: (318) 3B3-8275
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2004 Sedgwick County Legislative Platform

Legislative Priorities

Priority Initiatives

Priority Initiatives are legiztative priority issuas that will invalve the County
intreducing legislation andfor taking the lead on werking such legislation through
the legislative process. The following are the priority initiatives for Sedowick County
for the 2004 Leoislative Session:

Remaval of Restrictions for Sale or Disposition of County Property - K.5.A. 19-211
reguires counties e go through a number of precedural sleps before selling or
disposing of real or personal praperty, Before propertly of a valus of mare than
550,000 can be sold or disposed of, there must be a unanimous vote of the county
cammilssion and & public rotice of the sale, Thers |5 aven a procedure far a petition
and referendum Lo everturn the declslon of the county commission, Every piece af
property in excess of $50 must be [nventoried and Becounled for in an annual
published reporl. Citles are nol under simillar restrainls when disposing of propesly.
These restrictons on countles amount b an uRnecessary burden and expenze and
interfers with the Hexibilily & large, urban counly needs to fnanage jls assets,
Sedgwick County strangly urgas the repeal of thase burdensoms restrctians.

Fee for Service of Process - Sedawick County supports legislation Introduced in the
2003 Session (HB 2293) by Sedowick County Sheriff Gary Steed and the Kansas
Sheriffs Association to charge an additional fee for court documents to be served

in civil cases, Currently, the Sheriff can charoe an additional fee for the service of
process of papers originating outside the state of Kansas, but there is no authority

to collect a fee for papers served by the Sheriff originating from a court in Kansas.
Counties currently recelve $10 from the decket fee for civil cases filed to help defray
the costs to & county associated with the filing of & lawsuit, but this doesn't beain to
cover the costs to the Sheriffs Department for serving papers associated with the
filing of such lawsuits, The resources of the Sheriff's Department need to be used for
protecting and aiding the citizens of the County—and the additional funding provided
by this fee can help ensure this priority.

Solid Waste Fee For Recycling - Pursuant to K.5.A, 65-3410, cities and countiss
are authorized to impose a fee on real property to be used to address solid waste
programs and disposal costs, Absent from W.5.A, 65-3410 Is any authorization for
this fee to be used for a recycling program and, under the current definition of “salid
waste," recycling programs are specifically excluded, Sedawick County supports
amending K.5.0. 65-3410 to include a recycling program as an authorized use for
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this fee. Cities and counties wouid then be guthorized to include recycling as an
integral part of their solid waste management program.

Priority 1ssues

Priority issues are issues that will [[kely be addressed In the 2004 Legislative
Session and are a priority for Sedowick County. In most cases, thase are issues
also supported by othar lobbying groups, such as the Kansas Association of
Counties and the League of Kansas Municipalities. Sedawick County will assist
these organizations ina unified lobbying effort. Sedgwick County's priovity isswes
for the 2004 Legislative Session are as follows:

Maintaining Kansas Open Records Act Exemptions - Pursuant to an amendment to
the Kansas Open Records Act in 2000, all exemptions to the disclosure of records
under the Act are st to expire on June 30, 2005, unless spacifically restored by
the Legislature. While Sedgwick County is very supportive of open government and
liberal access to public records, the current exceptions to disclesure are Important
for a number of sound public policy reasons, including safeguarding the privacy

of citizen: conducting business with the Courty and allowing for the effective
transaction of county husiness. For thesé reasons, Sedawiclk County strongly
supports |egistation to restore the exemptions to public disclosure of records
currently maintained in K.5.A, 45-221,

1 Banking Services - Sedgwick County supports legislation that would give cities and

counties the option te use any federal or state chartered financial Institution for
banking services and for the deposit of public funds, Current laws that profiblt citles
and counties from investing [n certain financial institutions are protectionist and
drchale, oftentimes denying municipalities the best services avallable and denying
taxpayers Lhe grealest relurm an thelr Ltax dellars.

Ensure State Support For Implementation of New Drug Law - 58 123, adopted in
the 2003 Leglslative Sesslon, provided for alternative sentencing for drug offenders,
Pursuant to this new law, offenders with ne prior violent criminal history would be
sent to substance abuse treatment instead of incarceration. Sedawick County strongly
encourages the State of Kanzas to fulfill its commitment to fully fund this proaram.
Witheut such funding there will be a significant Impact on the Sedgwick County
Community Corrections program because locally governed community corrections
agencies are raspansible for the supervision of these new offanders. Other sianificant
impacts Include mare Inmates balng sanl to sur county fail and the need Tor
additional treatment programs by COMCARE,
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4 Increased Taxing Authority - Sedowick County supperts |egisiative initiatives that
will allow the County the option of collecting additional revenue throwah local
tax [nitiatives. With the continued revenue shortages at the state level, each year
counties are recelving less and less money from the state needed to fund vital county
services, Combined with the revenues lost from the State's faifure to fund demand
transfers last year, the County is placed in the position of either cutting needed
seryices or raising ad valorem property taxes, Sedgwick County needs additional
eptions to ralse revenues. Sedgwick County supports amending K.5.4, 12-189(e)
and removing the 1% cap on its autherity to levy additional sales tax. Since 1985,
Sedogwick County has been levying the maximum sales tax of 1% — with half of the
maney from the sales tax dedicated for road and bridge projects and the other half
pledged for property tax relief,

Core Positians

Core positions are policy statements and philosophical positions that the County
takes to address a variety of Issues that may or may noet e addressed in the 2004
Legislative Session. Legislation addressing some of these palicy statements or issuss
may el up becoming & priorify [ssue for Sedgwick County, The follawing are the
core positions for Sedowick County:

1 Continued State Funding for Essential County Sérvices - Each year, the State af
Kansag provides funding for essential county services and programs. [n many cases
this cormes a4 the resull of the County taking aver 2ervices pravisusly handled by the
State. Far the most parl, Lhiz partnership betwean local and stale government has
worked very well, Bul, unfortunately, because of the state's recent budoel problems,
stale funding for these programs has beaen diminishing from year 1o year, putling
courities In the unenviable position of elther dolng away with needed services or
talsing properly taxes, Sedgwick County supparts efforls by the Kansas Legizlalure
o fully fund these programs al exlsting lavels, Same af the programs Tunded by the
stale are a4 fallows:

« Sedgwick County Health Department - The Sedawick County Health Department is
very dependent on funding from the State of Kansas, Sedgwick County supports the
[tansas Assoclation of Local Health Departments (KALHDY recommendation that
current levels of funding be maintained. The County is concerned with recent reports
that Kansas ranks 45th in the nation in terms of immunization coverage rates.
Sedogwick County, in partnership with KALHD, supports initiatives to increase our
state coverage rates, Furthermore, as the number of uninsured people continues to
increase, the demand for the Departments Infant Care Clinic and Children's Medical
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and Dantal Clinics continues to rise. Continued state funding is critical to providing
these public health services. Also, in 2ccord with the Department of Health and
Human Services programs to promote healthier lifestyies to reduce chronic diseases,
we reguest increased funding support for health promotional efforts.

= Cammunity Corpections Funding - Community Corrections is a state mandated
proaram that serves a target population of high-risk feleny probationers Hiving in the
community. Sinca the pregram was started, the commun|ty corrections papulation
has arown to include more serious criminals. Effective supervision of thesa criminals
living in our community Is essentizl to provide for the publics safety, while continued
budget reductions threaten to undermine the missien of this program. The Legizlature
needs to rastore adaquate funding for community corrections adult supervision;
maintain and increase funding for community corrections adult residential canters;
and provide adeguate funding to locai communities far intervention and graduzted
sanctions programs and sepvices, The citizens of Sedgw(ck County deszrve to know
that thase high-risk offenders living in our community are being properly suparvisad.

= Juvenile Corrections Funding - The Juvenile Justice Reform Act passed by the
legislature in 1996 and 1997 has resulted In major changes to the state's
juvenlle justice system. The Act created a state and local partnership to build a
camprehensive Juvenlle Justice progeam. A key component of this legislation was to
shift serv|ces for cerlaln juvenile offenders away from state institutions to placement
in commiunitles. Programs funded by the state include intervention and graduated
sanctions. The state also provides funding for residential care providers serving
juvenlles In the custody of the Juvenile Justice Authorily at Level V and Emergency
Shelters. Sedgwick County supports full funding for county juvenile corrections
programs and restoration of money to the budget to adequately fund juvenile intake
and assecament centers. Sedgwick County further supports ralsing the state per
diem rate for residential care providers Lo cover the actual cost of housing such
offenders and to be on parlty with the funding glven to private contractors.

* Developmental Disability Services - There is currently a waiting list for recinients
of services for the developmentally disabled: those *unserved,” who currently recefve
no services, and thoss "underserved,’ who recgive at least one service but need
‘additional necessary services. In Sedgwick County, there are currently approximately
277 people on the "unserved' list and 251 an the ‘underserved list. Sedowick County
currently funds developmental disability services out of the local mill levy in an
ameunt af just over $2 million. In addition, for every $.40 the state of Kansas
funds for Medicaid eligible recipients, the feders! government matches with $.60.
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Absent full funding from the State, the list of people needing these necessary services
will continue to grow, Additionally, cutting funds will have the effect of lewering the
funds we currently receive from the federal government,

« Community Mental Health Services - [n the 1990, the Menta! Health Reform act
was passed to phiase in - aver a six-year period - the transfer of patients from state
hospitals back to their |ocal communities. This allowed the state to close state
hospital beds and alternatively treat persens with mental |liness in the community.
While this process has the positive benefits of enabling patients to live fuller lives,
engaoe in independent living and seek employment, it also requires local mental
health centers to provide necessary mental health sarvices to make this wark.
Sedgwick County supports providing full funding for mental health services in
Sedgwick County,

+ Aging Services - The Sedawick County Department an Aging provides the
administrative supporl For the Cantral Plains Araa Agancy an Aglng. This agency
provides vital services for the elderly citizens of Sedgwlick, Butler and Harvey
Courntles — the largest populatien of alder citizens |n Lhe Stale of Kansas, Saveral
proagrams are funded by stale money Lhal provides serviees Lo older adulls in thelr
homas, The pragrarms nelude: Home and Communlty Bassd Services/Frall Elderly
Walver program and the Senlor Care Act proagram. These pragrams resull In
considerable cost savings to the Laxpayers of the State of Kandas by keeplng older
Kanzans aul of nursing hames and allowing them e remain in thelr homes,

z 1999 Comprehensive Transportation Program Funding - With the continuing
state budget crisis, there may be significant cuts to the transportation program.
The Governor reactivated the Transportation 2000 Committee last year to study
this Issue. It Is Important for our region that the transportation program be
continued so that local projects, such as the Kellogg expressway and the railroad
overpass in Haysville, continue as planned.

3 County Hame Rule - Sedgwick County stronagly supports county home rule-which has
been affordad to countizs by state |aw since 1974, Local governmeants should be
allowed the largest measure of self-governance based on the belief that government
closest to the people is that government which governs best, Sedawick County
opposes |egisiation that would preempt a county's home rule authority and supports
legislation broadening coundy home powers, including constitutional home rule,
if such an Initiative is proposed.
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Demand Transfers - Previous to last year, Kansas law provided for millions of dollars
of revenues to be remanded to local units of government. These programs included
the Special City-County Highway Fund, City-County Revenue Sharing and the Local
Ad Valorem Tax Reduction (LAVTR) Fund. In the 2003 Legislative Session, these
funds were eliminzgted from the state budoet for State Fiscal Year 2004, Local
governments fost over $100 million a5 a result of this budget cut. This has the effect
of shifting the burden of the cost for essential county services to other sources,
including increasing (ocal property taxes. Sedowick County supports legislation to
reinstate and fully fund demand transfers, or in the alternative giving countiss an
alternative means to collect revenues locally to make up for the loss of these funds.

Streamlined Sales Tax and Enactment of Local Use Tax - Ssdgwick County

supparts efforts by the Kansas Assocciztion of Counties and the League of Kansas
Municipalities in continuing suppart for legisiation adopt=d In the 20032 Sassion that
will modernize and streamliine the Kansas sales tax law. The enactment of such laws
will allow the State of Kansas to [oin an interstate sales tax compact to compal
ramate seilars to collect Kansas sales tax. It Is equally impoertant that the Legisiature
keep the loeal use tay in sald legisiation to ensure that cities and counties that have
Incally enacted sales taxes will also be able to collect these taxes as part of internet
and mall order transactions.

County Treasurer Special Aulo Fund - Sedgwick County supparts legisfation
requlring a county treasurer to be accountable for funds collected and disbursed
from the special aute fund-Including following-a county's purchasing pollcies and
procedures when riaking such purchases. K.5.A B-145 allows a county treasurers
use of special auto fund money for, among other things, expenses incidental to the
administration of the tag office, Currently under state law, control over expenditures
incidental 1o the speclal aute fund s vested in the complete control of the county
treasurer, and Il is clear that no part of the fees are to be constdered as part of the
county's general fund. Kansas taxpaysrs have the right to expect that these funds
are expended [0 accordance to purchasing policies and procedures established by

a county to avold the appearance of Improprlety and give the public the best use
of ite tax dollars,

Moxious Weed Cost-Share Incentives - The State of Kansas should not mandate that
counties continue to subsidize the sale of weed chemicals for private fandowners.
K.5.4. 2-1319(d) mandates that landowners may purchase chemical materials from
the County in an amoeunt not fess than 50%, nor more than 75%, of the tota! cost
incurred by the county in purchasing, storing and handling said chemical materials.
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In Sedowick County this subsidy amounts to around $20,000 per year, Sedowick
County believes that the decision to establish cost-share incentives for noxious weed
control should be |eft wp to each individual county and not mandated by the state.

& FEMA Rescue Task Force - Sedgwick County supports enabliing legisiation to create

a standard rescue task force In Kansas modeled after simifar pregrams under the
Federal Emeroency Management Agency (FEMA). Kansas Task Forcze One,-as it
would be called, Is an effort to create rapid response search and rescie capability
within the State to respond {o large or complex catastrophic events. The team would
be deployed only after a State and Federal declaration of disaster and operate under
the direction of the Adjunct General's Office,

% Use of Internel Wehsite for Legal Publications - Sedowick County supparts allowing

lecal governments the option of publishing legal notices on an Intermel wabslls,

Twa bllls were |nlroduced last session (SB77 and HB 20850 which wauld have
allowed clllez and countles the option of putting legal notiees on an Inlarnel website,
Sedgwick County could save $75,000 a year iF this law was passed.

10 Jail Overcrowding - Sedgwick County supports legislative efforts to ease
overcrowding in the Sedowick County jail and oppeses efforts by the State
Department of Corrections to shift inmates that belong in the stzte correctional
system to county jails, This problem has pesed a significant financial burden in
recent years because of suspended or delayed payments to counties for housing
state prisoners, Shifting inmate populations to county Jails is In effect an unfunded
mandate, Sedgwick County is in the formal process of considering yet another
expansion of the jail. The burden of the expense for another jail expansion falls
squarefy on the citizens of Sedgwick County and could result in
an increase n lecal property taxes.

11 Unfunded State Mandates - Sedgwick County opposes any effort by the Legisiature
that creates an unfunded mandate on counties. If the State deems it necessary to
cantrol or manage how counties operate, then sufficient funds should be provided
to meet the cost of imposing such regulstions on counties.

12 Tax Equity for Funding Enhanced 911 Services - Sedagwick County suppaits
legizlative sFforts to Impose a lax on wireless phanes o be used to fund E-311
seryices slenillar to that in current law establishing sueh a tax en non-callular
{elaphone sarvice. Sedgwick County apposes centralized contrsl of the E-911
syslerm and also opposes allowing any portion of these tax funds golng to the
cellular phone ndustry.
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13 Open Mestings Laws - Sedowick County believes strongly in open government.
But for sound reasons, the Kansas Open Records Sct provides certain exceptions
to complete openness with the alm of prommoting effective govermment-primarily in
the form and use of executive sessions. Sedowick County opposes any restrictions
on board of county commissioners meetings in executive session in compliance with
current kaw.

14 Tax Lids - Sedawick County believes that the citizens of this County, throuah their
duly alected county commissioners, are fully capable of making responsible spending
decislons and enacting budgets without state imposed |imitations, Local governmant
officials are [n the best position to determine the appropriate level of spending for
vital sapvices In their communities, Sedowick County thersfore opposes any attempt
by the [znisiature to mandate such spending |imitatians,

15 Fence Viewing Statutes - Current state statutes (K.5.4A. 29-21 el seq.) require
board of county commilssieners to serve as fence viewers In certaln disputes Invalving
landowners, These siatutes date back to the lale 19th century and early 20th century
and are clearly out of step with the role of a county commissioner in an urban county.
Sedgwick County supports legislation that glves countlies the option of appolnting
other county officlals as fence viewers at the discretion of board of county commilssioners,

16 Rights-of-Way Management - Local government should not be restricted from
managing public rights-of-way in its best interest and for the protection of its
citizens. Sedgwick County opposes any attempt to restrict counties' authority in
public rights-of-way including the coliection of franchise fees andfor the ability to
enter inte franchise agreements,

17 Nuisance Abatemant Authority for Counties - Sadowick County supports legisiation
that would give counties the authority to enfarce county requiations providing for the
general health and safety of the county by the adaption of resolutions to prevent,
abate and remove nulsances, As part of the nuisance abatement process, counties
shauld have the authority to provide for the assessment of the costs for removing the
nulzance against the praperty in which the nuisance is contained.

18 Consolidation of Correctional Field Services - Sedowick County opposes any
statew]de mandate to consolldate correctional field services, The Kansas Sentencing
Cammission perlodically considers Introducing legislation that would creale a new
state agency to adminlsier correctional fleld services, Sedgwick County supports the
current system that allows local cammunities to decide whether te consalidate or not.
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19 Restrictions on Franchising Trash Hauling Services - Sedawick County opposes
legistation that would atiempt to [imit & county's autharity to franchise trash hauling
seryices by reguiring a county to give anything but reasonable notice that such action
5 10 be taken or would require that a county pay the fair market value of a trash
hauler's business,

20 Local Option for Expanded Gaming - Sedgwick Ceunty supports legistation that
would-glve lecal citizens the rioht to vote on whether or not there sheuld be expanded
gaming in counties in the fopm of slet machines and ather vides gaming. In the event
the Legislature supports axpanded gaming, counties where such gaming is created
should share in a percentange of the revenuss derived from such gaming.

21 Solid Waste Management - Sedgwick County opposes any restections to a
cournty's authority to manage s solld waste through an sffeclive planning and
mrigniLaring systam.

22 Retain Existing Structure of CDDO0s - Sedowick County supports continuation of
the local designation of CODOs by boards of county commissioners, as well as logal
determination of the appropriate service structure for services to developmentally
disabled citizens.

23 Retaln Current Motor Vehicle Sales Tax Situs - Sedowick County opposes changing
the situs of sales tax on moter vehicles from the point of purchase to the point of
registration. Such a change would redistribute significant sales tax revenue awsy
from cittes and counties that have a number of car dealerships, such as Sedowick
Caunty, to the rural areas of the stats, Estimates indicate that this change would
cost Sedowick County and the cities within the County $1.5 million pet year.
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Helpful Sedgrweick County Phone Numbers

aging, information & assistance
animal contrad

dppralser

board of county commissioners
code anforcement

comcare of sedgwick county
county clerk

county communications
county manager
department of corrections
district attorney

election commissicner
emergency medical service
environmental resaurces
fire department

health department

housing

poxiows weeds

planning department
regisier of deeds

sheriff's department

freasurer
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G60-5120
660-TO70
383-8200
GG0-9300
383-7951
H&0-7600
L P
&60-9370
H60-9393
3E3-7003
383-7281
&&60-7100
Gh0-T9594
660-7200
T44-0471
Gh0-T300
383-7433
He0-T464
PEE-4421
G&60-9400
3B3-7264

Gh0-9110
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